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Brisfing Notes

Consequences of & Communist Teke-over in Iran

1. Rstablishnent of a Communist regime in Iran would be & major
vistory in the cold war for the USSR and the entering Soviet wedge
in an area which Molotov called "the oenter of grevity of thas aspir-

ations of the Soviet Union." : £
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2. The prestige of the United Shtoo}would Inbbilllls Lo

soverely shaken.

3. Two eSwee long-stending Soviet objectives would be achieved
by’ Communist control of Irans (&) assurance that Irén wbuld not
ba@ome a Western military or air base for operations against the USSR;
(b) permanent denial to the West of the oil of Iran, and an opportunity
to develop it for u:le by ths Soviet Blos.

L. : The USSR would agquire substantial military advantaées in
the event of war. It would presumably be able, befm the outbreak‘
of hostilities, to move troops, supplies and base establishments to
the edge of the Iraqi plain, to the Persian Gulf, and to the borders
of Pakisten.
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5o Ve do not baliew;e that Communiat control of Iran would mean
an inevitable early loss to the West of other oil-producing areas in
the Middle East. The states of Saudi Arebia; Kuwait, and Bahrein are
not at present oaboeially vulnerable to Communist penetration. These
and the other Arab states would almost cortainly intonsify security
moasures sgainst domestio upheavals; and would prevent any further
immediate spread of Communist sontrol.

6. In the longer run, however, Soviet political warfare in the
Middle Easb would be greatly facilitated, and therefore the chances
of an w;n&m loss to the West of the remainder of Middle Eastern
oil would be increased. The infiltration of Communist agents into the
torritorgioa boerdering Iran would become @cmpirativoly easy. Tho real
or pretended achievements of Communima in dealing with a Moslem
Hiddle I‘."ast state could be effectively propagandized. We bolieve that
Irag would be the most vulnerable of the oil-producing states to the
increased political warfare capabilities of the USSR.

7. The effects on ths Arab and South Asian states of a Communist
take-over in Iran would depend in large msasure upon how it was
acoomplished and how the West reacted to it. Assumption of power in
Iran by the Communist Tudeh Parfiy, without overt intervention of
Soviet mw forces, would ba unlikely to produce a strong resstiocn
in other countriecs of the Middle East. The character of their reaction
would dopand on such factors as Tudeh's success in mreserving the
appeara:{ce of independence for Iran, the dsgree of popular acceptanse
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of Tudeh rule, and the manner in which the US and the USSR treated
the Iranian government. |

8. ' Overt intervention by Soviet armed forces would be inter-
preted by other governmenta and peoples of the Middle East and South
Asis as'a diroct challenge to the West, and a threat to their own
sssurity. Unless the West reacted with vigor and decision, these
countries would probably be frightened ﬁto increasingly neutralist
or weak policies in respest to the East-West struggle.

9. Turkey is so firmly conmitted to an anti-Communist stand
that we do not believe its policy would be affeated by a Communist

take-over in Iran, unieEEENNERNENSPEWSTSin-ihe-lastawvas=comppie-ac
Co—indioenreoobinprr-of-shagiiiiiinmenisi=acsaniaabien .
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